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After an anthrax outbreak it will be impossible to disinfect the entire farm. Low places, which may be infected, should be drained if possible. All carcasses should be burned or buried deeply. Burning is perhaps the best method, but this is difficult unless the carcass is raised above the ground and the fire placed underneath. Even then the rumen or paunch and its contents will be difficult to destroy. When burial is employed, the hole should be at least six feet deep; roll the animal in and cover it with quicklime. It is a wise precaution to poke holes in the carcass after it is placed in the hole and pour crude sulfuric acid over it. This can be done if the acid is available. A carcass must never be skinned or opened. All the soil that is badly contaminated with blood must be burned or buried. Places in the pasture that are known to be badly contaminated should be fenced off and not used thereafter. The burial ground should not be employed for grazing purposes.
HEMORRHAGIC SEPTICEMIA OF CATTLE
Hemorrhagic septicemia is known by such other names as broncho-pneumonia, stockyards fever, and shipping fever. It affects cattle, sheep, swine, and chickens. While it is stated that this disease may affect several kinds of farm animals, the species of germ is different in each case. In other words, cattle do not infect swine, and sheep are unable to transmit their type of the disease to chickens. The disease is much the same and gives rise to the same general symptoms, but each class of animal has its own distinct variety of germ. One might compare the different species of germs in this disease with those of the tuberculosis germ, as it affects cattle, chickens, and man. When hemorrhagic septicemia occurs in swine it is called swine plague. In sheep it is termed catarrhal fever. In chickens the name of fowl cholera is frequently used. In this chapter only cattle will be considered. For a discussion of the disease in other,animals, the reader is referred to their respective sections.